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1. DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR IMPORTS AND EXPORTS IN MINFOREIGN TRADE 
FRANCO BERETTI INFORMED EMBASSY HE HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH COMPANY 
REPS AS WELL AS DUTCH EMBASSY (LATTER HAS MADE DEMARCHE ON BEHALF 
OF SURINAM) ON UNITED BRANDS' PROBLEM. BERETTI IS DEFERRING 
ISSUANCE OF IMPORT LICENSE ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM FOREIGN TRADE 
MINISTER DE MITA, NOW TRAVELLING IN THE UNITED STATES AND EXPECTED 
TO RETURN TO ITALY EITHER LATE OCTOBER 21 OR ON OCTOBER 22. 

2. BERETTI CONFIRMED THAT REASONS FOR THE DELAY IN ISSUING 
LICENSE STEM FROM PAST ALLEGATIONS IN SEC INVESTIGATIONS IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF BRIBERY OF ITALIAN OFFICIALS BY UB TO OBTAIN 
FAVORABLE IMPORT TREATMENT. EQUALLY IMPORTANT. ACCORDING BERETTI, 
IS THE AMOUNT OF PRESS PLAY GIVEN HERE TO ALLEGED PAYMENTS. 

BERETTI ASSERTED THAT MATTER HAS NOW ASSUMED SUFFICIENT POLITICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE IN ITALY TO WARRANT INTERVENTION BY MINISTER AND 
DECISION ON ISSUANCE OF LICENSE WILL BE WITHHELD UNTIL 
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3. BERETTI ADDED THAT HE KNEW THAT THERE HAD BEEN SOME DAMAGE 
TO BANANAS BUT HE BELIEVES THAT DAMAGE IS MINIMAL. LICENSE 
COULD BE ISSUED IN TIME TO PREVENT SIGNIFICAN LOSSES. IF DE MITA 
APPROVED, TO ALLOW COMPLETION OF UNLOADING WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS. 
HE COULD NOT INDICATE, HOWEVER, WHAT DE MITS’S DECISION WOULD 
BE.VOLPE 
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